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Dear Parishioners & Friends

As my last days here at St. Anthony’s Parish in Leamington come to a close, | see myself surrounded with
people I call my family, my friends, my support system. Words can’t describe how blessed I feel having had the
chance to get to know each and every one you.
I would like to thank the Knights Columbus who organized this farewell evening, I also would like to thank the
Lebanese Club for everything. And I thank all of you here present. It means a lot to me to have the people |
shared 13 years with present to conclude an important time of my priesthood.
As | drove in the parking lot and | saw the Statue of Mother Mary watching over this place, It brought back
dear memories of the Assumption Festival where thousands of pilgrims gathered at the Virgin’s feet lifting up
their hands and hearts to their refuge the Lady of the Assumption. | wish you many more successful festivals
filled with peace and heartwarming prayers.
It is not easy saying goodbye to family members, it feels like a piece of your heart is being ripped out but
knowing that your devotion and prayers will continue even stronger now, make me feel much more at peace. It
has been a great privilege to spend the last 13 years with you. | want to extend my thanks to you for your
unfailing courtesy thoughtfulness, cooperation and understanding. I am here today at the doorway of great new
adventure armed with your prayers and kindness. At this point of time, 1 would like to mention that | consider
myself as very fortunate to receive the call from our Lord to serve St. Joseph’s Church, in Laval. Time flies,
thirteen years have passed so fast. | thank our Lord for making me His instrument for serving his chosen
people in Leamington. My dear parishioners, | have no words to express my overwhelming feelings of gratitude
to each and every one of you for your prayers, kindness and support during my term of service with you.
Thanks to you who have stood by me with their unconditional support for making our parish vibrant and
active. I am really happy to handover to Rev. Fr. Charles Saad, who is an excellent dedicated priest. | am sure
our parish will be enriched by his spirituality and commitment to his call. Every member of the parish shares
with the priest his responsibility for the spiritual future of the parish and of the whole Church. The priest's
responsibility is greater and heavier, because he stands closer to the heart of Church life, the holy altar. The
priest is responsible for his parish to the Bishop. He is even more responsible to God for the souls entrusted to
his care. The parish cares for the pastor's welfare; the pastor responds by taking prayerful care of the
parishioners' spiritual life. The parish looks after the decoration and the good repair of the church; the pastor
strives to fill the church with people aspiring to salvation. A full church is the first proof of success of pastoral
work; it is the joy of any priest's heart. His deepest sorrow is an empty church. The priest has a part in all
aspects of parish life, but his true place is at the altar. Here is his strength, the source of his inspiration, the
center and essence of his office. He waits for his spiritual children, his flock, to join him there, to lead them to
the evergreen pastures of the Kingdom of Heaven. This club which held so many great celebrations:
engagements, weddings, baptisms, funerals have brought us closer together. It gave us a place to gather and be
a big family. I thank the Lord for this club holding the Lebanese flag beside the Canadian one. I am so proud of
you. May God continue to bless you and make this place prosper? The Parish Council, you were the right hand
of the church, you are doing a great job. The Bingo Committee and all the volunteers who helped the Parish in
any way, your help is truly appreciated. The knights of Columbus, Grand Knight and brothers, you have been
amazing throughout the years. You did everything possible to connect all the dots in this parish. Youth Group,
my heart gets sad to think about leaving you. From the first dance to the last party, you have been amazing
responsible young adults. Keep up the good work and stay close to the Church. It is where you learn that the
love of God is unconditional and that the Lord is the merciful Father who waits for his children to return. God
bless you all and thank you. .
Good bye !

Father Elie Zouein &
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